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27 September 2002
STATEMENT

We write in reference to the article entitled "Chemicals spark Arctic alert".

The article incorrectly refers to all brominated flame retardants being found in the Arctic environment where only one flame retardant, penta-BDE, has been identified.  To imply that the same substance found in the Arctic environment is used to flame retardant television sets is incorrect as Penta-BDE has not been used in electrical and electronic applications.  In any case, the widespread findings of penta-BDE in the environment have led the EU to invoke the precautionary principle by proposing penta-BDE's phase-out.

The fact that the BBC has not contacted our industry is to say the least disappointing.  On 25 July 2001, we wrote to the same BBC website in response to a similar article where a whole group of flame retardants was being accused and where only penta-BDE was being found.

Brominated flame retardants are the major flame retardants used to enable UK furniture to meet the highest levels of consumer fire safety in Europe.  The UK regulations in this respect have been estimated by the University of Surrey to have saved 3,120 lives in the period 1988-2000.

We would urge the BBC to be accurate when they report on flame retardants so that the specific flame retardant of concern is mentioned and that the benefits in terms of consumer safety are taken into account.

BSEF is the bromine industry organisation responsible for furthering the scientific understanding of brominated products, which range from flame retardants, to swimming pool disinfectants to cough medicine.  BSEF welcomes future enquiries - please consult our website www.bsef.com or email us at mail@bsef.com.

Statement ends.
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