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STATEMENT

Washington, 13 August 2003

California Allows Continued Use of the Flame Retardant Deca-bde 
On Saturday August 9th, California Governor Gray Davis signed into law legislation that will eliminate two of the three PBDE flame-retardant chemicals, Penta-BDE and Octa-BDE, from all applications in the State of California from 2008.
BSEF, the Bromine Scientific and Environmental Forum, welcomes the decision by the State of California to exclude from this law another PBDE flame retardant, Deca-BDE. Numerous independent scientific studies from around the world have consistently drawn conclusions that the use of Deca-BDE does not pose a health risk.

The use of Deca-BDE is not restricted in the European Union or any other part of the world. The European Authorities are committed to base a future policy decision on Deca-BDE on scientific studies with finalization targeted for December of 2003. 

BSEF spokesperson Peter O’Toole stated "BSEF applauds the decision by the State of California to exclude Deca-BDE from this legislation.  Deca-BDE has saved thousands of lives through fire prevention and under the new legislation it will continue to do so.”

Deca-BDE is widely used to protect television sets and many other consumer products from fire sources thus providing the US consumer with the highest levels of fire safety in the world and saving hundreds of lives every year.

For more information please call Peter O’Toole at 202-530-4847.
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